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Welcome to December’s issue of DSL & DT briefing. We 

hope that the countdown to Christmas allows everyone 

to stay healthy and well, ready to enjoy what hopefully 

will be, a normal Christmas holiday! Christmas can be 

one of the hardest periods for our vulnerable children 

so if there is any further support or advice you might 

need please do get in touch.  

A few reminders for DTs: 

• Academic data for the autumn term must be add-

ed to ePEP. If you need any assistance please con-

tact your VS case worker and they will be only too 

happy to help. 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 7th July 2026 we will be hosting our        

Annual Virtual School Conference at The Crowne Plaza 

Reading East (Wharfedale Road, Berkshire, South East, 

RG41 5TS). More details will be sent in future DSL & DT 

briefings but please make note of the date.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

With the new framework now ‘live’ for  inspections, we 

would like to remind you of the questions we asked you 

to ponder last month.  

Whilst children with a social worker will be discussed 

within the safeguarding team in your setting, how is this 

reflected?  

Would you be able to evidence academic support where  

children are not meeting ARE specifically for this cohort?   

Would you be able to evidence interventions specific to 

the child due to the ACEs these children have suffered?  

Does the child/young person have someone in school 

who champions them the same way our children in care 

do? 

What is different for a child with a social worker in your 

setting compared to a child who does not have a social   

worker and would the child or young person be able to    

identify that these things are different?  

The ‘Expected Standard’ Page 15 of the inspection 

toolkit states:  

Leaders support pupils who are known (or previously 

known) to children’s social care, including looked-after 

and previously looked-after children, well. Staff work 

effectively, including with the virtual school, so that 

pupils’ personal education plans generally improve 

their learning opportunities and experiences. 
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Don’t forget the virtual school are here to assist you should you require any support. You 

can email us at the following addresses and we    promise we will respond within 24 hours. 

Jane Everton Head of Virtual School and 
Vulnerable Learner Support  

Jane.Everton@wokingham.gov.uk 

Ruth Blyth Deputy Headteacher 

Ruth.Blyth@wokingham.gov.uk 

Kat Johnston Post 16 PEP Officer 

Kat.Johnston@wokingham.gov.uk 

Emma Griffith Early Years Officer 

Emma Griffith@wokingham.gov.uk 

Helen Belas PEP Officer 

Helen.Belas@wokingham.gov.uk 

Jenny Lucas Education Coordinator 

Jenny.Lucas@wokingham.gov.uk 
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